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CORE LANDMARK: Council is set to debate a long-term lease of the former Dundas Street theatre with building owner Shmuel Farhi

CYBERSPACE

FEDERAL ELECTION

ANY AIRPORT IN A STORM:  British jump jets wait out tropical storm Kyle in London

BY CHIP MARTIN
cmartin@lfpress.com 

Grudging acceptance of a city hall
plan to lease space in the former Capi-
tol Theatre to help save the core land-
mark, is the mood of some council
members heading into a vote tonight.

Under the proposed deal with owner
Shmuel Farhi, the city would sign a
long-term lease on the Dundas Street
site at premium rent, with Farhi reno-
vating the building and the adjacent
Bowes Building.

The deal would give heritage preser-
vation a boost and city hall more room.

Some business leaders have already
said the extra cost may be worth it, if
the city finds a way to use the project as
a catalyst for broader area renewal.

“I am very torn on this issue,”
Controller Gina Barber said over the

weekend. “I want to see the streetscape
preserved.”

That sentiment was echoed by others
on council, who tonight will consider
the 20-year deal tonight that would see
city hall move some office workers into
the  building at 204 Dundas St. 

BY CHIP MARTIN
cmartin@lfpress.com 

If Stephen Harper hopes to
win a majority Tory govern-
ment, he needs London West.

If Stephane Dion’s Liberals
have any hope at all in the
Oct. 14 election, they need to
hold onto London West.

The riding is not only piv-
otal for both, but very much
“in play,” as observers say.

London has traditionally
been a test market for new
products. If Londoners like
what’s being sold, that tends to
reflect a broader sentiment.

So, eyes far beyond the city
are watching the battle in
London’s wealthiest and often
most-engaged riding.

Party operatives view the
race as key: Can the Grits hold
on? Or, will a Conservative
swing send a new face to
Ottawa?

Lawyer Sue Barnes, the

region’s senior MP, has held
the riding since 1993, the last
of the Chretien-era Liberals
that swept the region in ‘93.

After fending off Conserva-
tive Al Gretzky by 1,329 votes
in 2006, Barnes now faces the
fight of her life.

London West
Pop.: 111,000

Candidates
Ed Holder, Conservative

Monika Jarabek, Green

Sue Barnes, Liberal*

Peter Ferguson, NDP

Leslie Bartley, Christian Heritage

Steve Hunter, Progressive Canadian

*MP in last Parliament

City mulls Capitol lifeline

Capitol Theatre
1920: Opens as Allen’s theatre, a week after
opening of the nearby Loews theatre.

1924: Renovated and rebranded as Capitol
Theatre.

1976: Remodelled, it reopens with
two cinemas.

2002: Closes, though a “temporarily closed”
sign dangles faint hope of a comeback.

2006: Sold to Shmuel Farhi.
File photo

The Capitol was a going concern in 1989.
MORRIS LAMONT Sun Media

The scene at 204 Dundas St. yesterday.

see CAPITOL | Page A9

Results
of online
bullying
deadly

Joshua Melo’s life was
tragically short, but his

legacy is one of awareness and
prevention.

It’s been almost four years
since the Strathroy-area teen
hanged himself after he’d been
bullied at school and online.

Joshua, 15, was a victim of
cyberbullying — a word that
wasn’t part of the lexicon
when he died, but a problem
now recognized as a disturb-
ing trend.

The bullying left school
grounds and entered Melo’s
home through hurtful online
postings by his peers.

After his death, the Thames
Valley District school board
increased its efforts to prevent
another such tragedy.

“Joshua’s death was tragic,
but it did bring an awareness
all across the board,” says his
father, John, who pushed for
changes at the board level. 

But in the four years since
the tragedy, technology has
advanced rapidly, challenging
traditional strategies to tackle
the issue.

“Because of the fast-paced
life that we live in, it’s easy to
overlook how our kids are
doing,” John Melo says.

Protecting kids in an online world
A three-part Free Press series

Jane Sims
jsims@lfpress.com

see TRAGEDY | Page A6

MORRIS LAMONT mlamont@lfpress.com

British ground crews check Royal Air Force Harrier jets after landing at London airport yesterday. Four of the vertical-takeoff-and-landing
strike fighters and a VC-10 air-refuelling tanker bound for Halifax and home extended their refuelling stop in London overnight to avoid
tropical storm Kyle, which was expected to hit the Maritimes overnight. For more on the visit, see Page A4. For more on Kyle, see Page C10.

London West a critical electoral battleground
2006 election
Liberal: 23,019
Conservative: 21,690
NDP: 13,056
Green: 2,900
Progressive Canadian: 328
Marxist-Leninist: 59

see LONDON WEST | Page A3

CANADA
VOTES 2008

Attack, attack: Jack Layton and
Stephane Dion go on the offensive.
Pages C1, 3

WE ASKED YOU . . .
Are the party leaders in the
upcoming Oct. 14 federal elec-
tion spending enough time on
issues, compared to personal
attacks and gaffes by staff or
candidates?

Total votes cast: 468

Today’s question: 
A picture was taken today of
Bob Rae kissing Liberal
Leader Stephane Dion on the
cheek. What do you think of
that?
It’s very liberal
It’s a little too friendly
It’s kind of weird
It’s perfectly fine

YES
NO
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See the 
interactive map
that traces our
seasonal series
on the Thames
River in special
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KNIGHTS DEFEATED
Read what went wrong
at yesterday’s game
against the Guelph
Storm. B1

EXPLORING PERTH
Autumn is the right time
to tour Amish country.
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LEGEND REMEMBERED
Paul Newman is
mourned around the
world. C1
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City mulls Capitol lifeline  
Mon, September 29, 2008  

CORE LANDMARK: Council is set to debate a long-term lease of the former Dundas Street 
theatre with building owner Shmuel Farhi  

By CHIP MARTIN  

Grudging acceptance of a city hall plan to lease space in the former Capitol Theatre to help save the core 
landmark, is the mood of some council members heading into a vote tonight.  

Under the proposed deal with owner Shmuel Farhi, the city would sign a long-term lease on the Dundas 
Street site at premium rent, with Farhi renovating the building and the adjacent Bowes Building.  

The deal would give heritage preservation a boost and city hall more room.  

Some business leaders have already said the extra cost may be worth it, if the city finds a way to use the 
project as a catalyst for broader area renewal.  

"I am very torn on this issue," Controller Gina Barber said over the weekend. "I want to see the 
streetscape preserved."  

That sentiment was echoed by others on council, who tonight will consider the 20-year deal tonight that 
would see city hall move some office workers into the building at 204 Dundas St.  

Board of control and city administration have recommended the plan, under which the city would pay 
$5.6 million over 20 years to occupy the Capitol and Bowes buildings, and Farhi would renovate both.  

The move is seen by some as one that would preserve the heritage facade of the two properties and 
prevent the further slide of Dundas Street.  

But the rent, at $9 a square foot more than comparable office space downtown, would cost taxpayers an 
extra $1.47 million over the life of the lease.  

"It's quite a premium," said Barber.  

"It's a lot of money to retain a facade."  

She said she's "in a quandary about it and I'm looking for answers."  

Also wrestling with the plan's pros and cons are councillors Nancy Branscombe and David Winninger.  

"I kind of agree it would be a catalyst for others to do it," Branscombe said of the proposal, but she 
wondered if council will be faced with picking and choosing among other projects that come up.  

 



"How much do we invest in downtown?" she asked.  

"It's never enough."  

Branscombe said, "it's a pretty big commitment," adding she needs to get more information and mull it 
over.  

Winninger said he'd hoped for a shorter -- and less costly -- lease.  

"I'm not wildly enthusiastic about the duration or the price per square foot," he said.  

"I envisioned a 10-year lease and maybe at a lower square-foot rate." He said he would listen to the 
presentation tonight before making up his mind.  

Councillors Harold Usher and Walter Lonc expressed some concerns, but were more inclined to support 
the plan.  

"We have to do something with that building," said Usher, adding Dundas Street would be worse off 
without the theatre and its facade.  

"I think we have to pay a little extra," Usher said.  

He wants to ensure a city use that produces plenty of pedestrian traffic is contemplated.  

"We need to get liveliness back on Dundas," he said.  

Lonc said London's strengths are its river, parks and heritage buildings, so he will support the lease deal.  

Once existing high vacancy rates for core office space drop, he said, rents will increase, closing the 
differential between what the city would pay and what others pay.  

 

CAPITOL THEATRE  

1920: Opens as Allen's theatre, a week after opening of the nearby Loews theatre.  

1924: Renovated and rebranded as Capitol Theatre.  

1976: Remodelled, it reopens with two cinemas.  

2002: Closes, though a "temporarily closed" sign dangles faint hope of a comeback.  

2006: Sold to Shmuel Farhi. 


