


which he subsequently won. Today, Mayor
Cliff Barwick recognizes Farhi as ‘a man
of his word who has preserved the historic
courthouse and has an abiding love for
heritage buildings. He may be based in
London but he is an important presence
much appreciated in StThomas.”

In spite of his bluster, Shmuel Farhi says he
is definitely someone who “always looks at
the glass half full. We are so lucky here in
Canada. All we have to worry about is winter
and bureaucracy. We plan things day to day;
in Israel they plan hour to hour because you
don't know what will happen.” This dynamo
doesn't like to talk numbers when it comes
to his accumulated wealth. “lt's not about
adding another zero," he quips. ‘It's what
you do with your zeroes!”

Farhi has become renowned for giving
back to his community. He makes the
operation of almost two dozen not-for-
profit organizations possible by subsidizing
or paying their rents to the tune of over a
million dollars a year. He realizes that the
combination of cutbacks in government
funding and the economic downturn have
hurt, so he is willing to extend a hand. “If
you need a place to operate come to me.
Any not-for-profit in need - we will have
the door open.” His donation of the former
Grigg Hotel property at Richmond and
York Streets is a tremendous boost to the
efforts of Youth Opportunities Unlimited,
the agency dedicated to the retraining of
underemployed youth, but Farhi's crowning
achievement is undoubtedly the raising of
over five million dollars for research into
heart disease. The Heart to Heart/ Dollar
for Dollar campaign far surpassed its
original goal and serves as a testament to
his uncanny zeal in breaking boundaries.

Laura Gainey, Regional President of RBC,
sums up the Farhi she knows well. “Shmuel
is one of the most dedicated and passionate
individuals | know. His love for his family, his
community and his business is inspirational.
He is definitely a dealmaker and has a
keen ability to get things done. He is kind,
compassionate and giving and so many
causes have benefitted from his generous
spirit. All of this to make the City of London
a better place to live, work and play. His love
of London is remarkable... the community
has benefitted greatly from his strategic
vision, his business savvy, his bigger than
life personality and unquestionably his
philanthropy.”

For a city whose downtown has existed for
years on life support, the cure might well
have arrived.





